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Introduction
I designed this course for selfish reasons. I wanted something for my own kids to use. 

Much of what was available was…well, lacking. When it came to creative writing, 

courses seemed to focus on the same things: formal and informal letters, essays, book 

reports, email, short-form text (for social media), speech writing, magazine and 

newspaper articles, brochures…and the list goes on. I even found one that had a lesson 

on writing a fax. A fax. This isn't 1995.

And what a lot of courses made up for in quantity, they lacked in depth. I was lucky to 

find something more than a page long on any of these areas. Most gave you the bare 

bones and expected you to figure the rest out for yourself. Without some form of 

direction, that figuring out wasn't going to come easy.

What irked me even more was the sheer lack of materials on storytelling. Specifically 

storytelling. You are expected to throw a short story together on the flimsiest of content. 

“This is a paragraph” and “plan it like so” is about the best most of us can hope for.
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Introduction

As a writer of many years, both in the storytelling and corporate 

fields (where I get to practice my essays and letters and press 

releases and whatnots), I figured it was high time to put 

together something that my kids can work through, 

understand, implement, and execute. Create a story out of thin 

air, based on what was presented to them. I needed something 

that did things the way I would like to see it done, that not only 

gave them the tools they needed, but also encouraged them to 

think as a storyteller, to see things in certain ways, to look at the 

world around them and say: look, a story.

The most common question a writer hears is: where do you get your ideas from? The 

short answer is: we get them from our heads. We look, we see, we daydream. We ask 

questions like “what if” and “if so, then what?” What I wanted in a 

course was: here are some simple to understand tools; here are 

ways of looking at the world; here are the writing rules and 

ideas you need - to take what you see in the world - and bring if 

to life on paper: inventing, embellishing, exaggerating, and 

making it all up as you go. Watching the story come alive under 

your fingers with no thought to the ending because, after all, 

we're not really in control of that.

Storytelling is always a mystery. Sometimes even the best of us 

never know how we are going to end anything. It just happens.

Fantasy is hardly an 
escape from reality, 

it’s a way of 
understanding it.

LLOYD ALEXANDER

The best stories 
always end up being 

about the people 
rather than the 

event.

STEPHEN KING
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What is this course about?

Welcome to Daydreamers. 

It is simple and straightforward. I have broken it up into six Modules of two Lessons each. Each Lesson 

has an accompanying video, which introduces and outlines what will be done on that day. If you have 

taken the mentored option, then I will schedule some video chats with your budding storyteller, as well 

as email back and forward with tips, tricks, and feedback. Whether you choose to have your kids do 

two Lessons in a week, or only one, is up to you. You know their schedule. I do make an assumption 

that the very basic rules of English are already somewhat on board: that your storyteller knows that a 

noun is, for example, and an adjective (the word that describes the noun). I expect them to know 

enough about conjunctions and prepositions to throw a coherent sentence together, even if they don't 

know the words “conjunction” and “preposition”. A simple sentence could look like this: Peter got on 

his bicycle and pedalled off down the road, whistling as he went.

If your child can do that, they can do this. Trust the process, have fun with it, and let's see where it goes. 

What will be covered?

?We start with a simple planning process, about how to start thinking about your story and the 

direction you want it to go in;

?We think about our characters, who we want to be in the story. We will look at how to create them 

and how to develop them;

?We will look at setting: how to describe the setting and how to add action to it to make the setting 

move, to bring it to life;

?We will look at how to use paragraphs well, to split things up properly and move the story along 

from one place to the next in a logical way, so that it makes sense to the reader and is pleasing to 

them;

?We will look at plot and how to use dialogue; and

?We will learn how to end a story well. And when we are done, we will look at how to go back and 

edit the story, to tighten it up a little, check our spelling and grammar, and look for things that don't 

make sense.

All in all, anything and everything that a Junior writer needs to move from being a 

Daydreamer into getting those ideas on paper.
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Module 1: PLANNING

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Thinking about characters and settings Thinking on what the story will be about

Module 2: CREATING A SCENE

Lesson 3 Lesson 4

How to describe a setting How to add action to the setting to make a scene

Module 3: CREATING A CHARACTER

Lesson 5 Lesson 6

How to describe a character How to give your character personality

Module 4: STARTING TO WRITE

Lesson 7 Lesson 8

How to use paragraphs How to write your first paragraph

Module 5: PLOT AND MOVING THE STORY ALONG 

Lesson 9 Lesson 10

Moving scenes from one to the next How to use dialogue

Module 6: ENDING THE STORY

Lesson 11 Lesson 12

How to write a good ending Going back and editing to make it better
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What does the  course look like?
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About Me:

I have been a writer, author, and content producer for over 15 years. In my day-to-day life I write 

articles and blog posts, letters and marketing materials, create internal and external corporate 

communications and produce newsletters. I have assisted people with their presentations and social 

media posts, written sales content and speeches, and collaborated with companies and individuals to 

get their website text up to scratch. I have written scripts for corporate animation, created compelling 

and successful press releases, and produced advertising copy.

I have helped a ton of different small and medium businesses, individuals, Blue Chip financial giants, 

and multi-nationals make sense of their own world, all the way around South Africa, Sub-Saharan 

Africa, the UK, the US, the Middle East and Australia.

To make sense of my world I write short stories for adults, and I am the creator of the  

series for teen readers, which hopefully will help them make sense of their world.

I stay in Durbanville, near Cape Town, with my two children and graphic designer wife. I have a dog 

called Rosy, a male cat named Lily (which is a story for another day), a hamster named Pip, and a bird 

called Francis.

Rudi and Raven

CONTACT INFORMATION

Email: Website:

 adrian@rudiandraven.com

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

Instagram: A Partridge

https://www.instagram.com/adrian.partridge.books/
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